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We watched, and we listened.
The problems plaguing the American health care system are not new.shaping Democratic health care proposals. shaping Democratic health care proposals. shaping Democratic health care proposals.pharmaceutical companies have dramatically increased their profits with People can purchase a low-cost sharing or a higher-cost sharing version of these plans

some unexpected consequences.
And it’s about pioneering the most extraordinary research, resulting in the lifesaving breakthroughs you read about each quarter in this magazineAnd it’s about pioneering the most extraordinary research, resulting in the 

In addition, the Vermont legislation required that the percentage of the 

In everyday life, public health nurses seem almost invisible as they work in communities to promote health and prevent disease.WHEN STUDENTS FIRST LEARNED OF THE CRISIS SURROUNDING GRADY, MANY PEOPLE TOLD US TO wATCH AND wAIT.The Republican plans are more modest and move in a different direction.They announce an ambitious and worthy vision—“Transforming Health and Healing … Together.”BEING NUMbER ONE IS TERRIFIC, bUT IT’S EVEN bETTER WHEN THAT PREDOMINANCE MEANS WE SAVE AND IMPROVE MORE LIVES AT HOME, ACROSS THE COUNTRY, AND AROUND 
And showing how this might best be accomplished is a noteworthy goal.
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some unexpected consequences.
And it’s about pioneering the most extraordinary research, resulting in the lifesaving breakthroughs you read about each quarter in this magazineWe heard our patients telling us that they were praying every night for Grady to stay open.
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And showing how this might best be accomplished is a noteworthy goal.on Point    one opinion, what’s yours

Fall 2008

W                       hether you are a patient who has visited our 

hospitals or clinics recently or you are a staff member who 

walks through our halls everyday, you’ve probably noticed the 

banners waving across campus. They announce an ambitious 

and worthy vision—“Transforming Health and Healing … 

Together.” You may think those words are just a clever slogan 

with pretty artwork. You may wonder, what does that have to 

do with me?

Goals to live by
We will transform health and 

healing together by being:

1. The 21st-century model for 

an academic health sciences and 

services center 

2. An international leader in 

the highest quality patient care, 

research, education, and public 

service

3. A collaborative, inspirational 

environment that attracts and 

retains talented people.

ate organizational structures to match 
our desired functions and to facilitate the 
outstanding programs that distinguish the 
WHSC among its peers. 

The highest quality in all we do
Commitment to quality isn’t just about our 
reputation. It’s about providing superlative 
cutting-edge and compassionate care to our 
patients and the people who love them. It’s 
about offering the most innovative and com-

prehensive education possible to the coun-
try’s brightest medical, nursing, and public 
health students. And it’s about pioneering 
the most extraordinary research, resulting in 
the lifesaving breakthroughs you read about 
each quarter in this magazine—and from 
which you or someone you love already may 
have benefited.

The best place to work 
Fortunately for us—and for the community 
and the readers like you whom we serve 

—the WHSC is filled with outstanding folks 
who support and embody our goals. As the 
second largest private employer in Georgia, 
we strive to make this a good place to work. 
We want our faculty and staff to be engaged 
and enthusiastic, not only because they’re 
the best and brightest and they deserve it, 
but also because a committed team provides 
the best service.

Walk through any WHSC facility, and 
you’ll see that helping people is our passion. 
You’ll find that each and every one of our 
talented team members plays an important 
part in transforming health and healing. 
Because our goals are so ambitious, it will 
take the concerted efforts of our entire 
WHSC community to achieve them. And it 
will take the support, awareness, and under-
standing of those outside these walls too.

The Woodruff Health Sciences Center has 
always had the vision, the talent, the brains, 
and the courage to be extraordinary. Now we 
also have a crystallized set of goals around 
which we’re rallying as a community and 
through which we’ll continue transforming 
health and healing … together, with you. 

Fred Sanfilippo is Emory’s executive VP for 
health affairs, CEO of Emory’s Woodruff 
Health Sciences Center, and chairman of 
Emory Healthcare. 

Aspiring to be a model academic 
health center is fueled not just 
by competitive ambition to be 
the best, but by an altruistic 
desire to do the best—because 
lives depend on it.

What our vision has  to do with you
By Fred Sanfilipp o

The answer to that question is clearer 
now, thanks to a recent effort to refresh 
the goals of the Woodruff Health Sciences 
Center (WHSC). In short, no matter who 
you are—patient, neighbor, friend, alumni, 
partner, faculty, staff, or student—it has 
everything to do with you.

Refined after extensive study by a diverse 
group of faculty, staff, and supporters, the 
new goals make it crystal clear how each 
of us can play a role in contributing to the 
WHSC’s vision.   

A model for the new century
That role begins with understanding 
the core philosophy behind our primary 
goal: For us, being the best means doing 

the most good. Aspiring to be a model 
academic health center is fueled not 
just by competitive ambition to be the 
best, but by an altruistic desire to do the 
best—because lives depend on it. Being 
number one is terrific, but it’s even better 
when that predominance means we save 
and improve more lives at home, across 
the country, and around the world. And 
showing how this might best be accom-
plished is a noteworthy goal. Just as Johns 
Hopkins provided the model for academic 
medical centers in the 20th century, our 
goal is to provide the model for academic 
health centers in the 21st century. We’ve 
already been working hard toward this 
goal by striving to develop the appropri-



The Last Word
The sounds of science
These quotations are from a new series that brings science alive 
through sound. Sound Science is an Internet-based audio show, 
featuring new web broadcasts twice a month. Sponsored by 
Emory’s Woodruff Health Sciences Center, the program presents 
compelling information about Emory’s cutting-edge research and 
innovative scientists, along with provocative commentary on 
timely health topics.

Coming soon to the series, researcher Helen Mayberg discusses a promising 

treatment for severe depression known as deep brain stimulation, which she 

describes as “a pacemaker to the brain.” Immunologist Max Cooper talks about 

T cells, B cells, eels, and chickens, and what they have to do with the immune 

system—quite a lot, it turns out. And neuroeconomist Greg Berns discusses a 

new field of neuroeconomics based on how the brain works and makes deci-

sions. A blend of neuroscience, economics, and psychology, the new field prom-

ises to lead researchers to a better understanding of how people and groups 

make choices, which in turn can inform policies.

The goal of the series is to bring conversations on transforming health and 

healing to a wide audience, according to the series’ host and science writer 

Robin Tricoles. Upcoming podcasts and videos will feature topics such as the 

psychology of cancer, sepsis and acute lung injury, the use of stem cells for heart 

repair, and rare cancers such as those of the bladder, bone, gastric system, and 

head and neck.

To hear about some of the best ongoing scientific research today, visit whsc.

emory.edu/soundscience.

“In some ways, depression is like 
headache or fever. It’s a constellation  
of symptoms that can be caused by  
many things.”

“There are very few decisions that people make 
that are truly individual decisions—even things 
that we consider individual preferences. What 
clothes to buy, what to eat, or whom to go 
out with are influenced tremendously by 
the context that we find ourselves in. So, 
even things that we think of as our own choice 
are influenced by the social context.”

“People who have inherent disorders of their 
immune systems can’t defend well and then they 
die from a common infection. A simple herpes 
simplex that causes a fever blister can 
wipe them out in a short period of time.”

researcher  Helen Mayberg

neuroeconomist  greg berns

immunologist max cooper
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